Learning Activity: Rodbourne in Maps and Aerial Photographs, 1942 & today 

Goals: 

· To help you become familiar with two valuable types of source material, maps, and aerial photographs

· To relate the portrayal of Rodbourne in these different media to your own experiences as a resident

Materials:

· This handout!

· Map & Photo set 1  (1942 map, 1942 photograph)

· Map & Photo set 2  (modern OS map, 1989 photograph)

Activity:

In this activity you will locate and compare several distinct features of the Rodbourne area on your map and photo sets.

Example – Allotment Gardens, Fosse & Watling Closes

1. Take out Map & Photo set 1, and  orient both documents to the same direction

2. look on the map for the allotment gardens, and find the corresponding location on the aerial photograph, taking into account the differences in angle and scale.

3. Find the Allotment gardens on Map & Photo set 2, and compare the depiction/image to Set 1. What, if any, are the changes between the earlier and later source?

· The allotment gardens appear to be larger in (1)

· More houses and development overall near the Allotments in (2)

· Fosse and Watling Closes not yet built in (1), but appear in (2)

· Houses in Closes constructed on lines of existing (earlier) path

Use the same method to locate and consider the following:

1. The Jennings Street Cinema

2. Even Swindon Farm

3. Jennings Street and the Jennings Street School

4. Your house, or a house you have some connection with…

5. ??

Questions to consider:

1. Is the object or site you’re looking for even on the source material?

2. Is the scale and orientation the same or different between your sources? Does this make it easier or more difficult?

3. Which is easier to read, the maps or the photographs? Why?

4. Do you think this activity helped you become more comfortable with the media of aerial photography and maps as historical sources? How could it be improved?
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